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As the weeks passed, Tonya found herself keeping track of how far

along in the pregnancy she would have been and the baby's stages of

development. Weeks turned to months, but Tonya?s regret remained.

Her busy life made it possible to keep pushing back negative

thoughts to the far reaches of her mind, unti l the day she felt a famil-

iar fluttering in her abdomen. A flood of emotions swept over Tonya.

Shock. Fear. Then a powerful surge of hope. Could it really be?Tonya

made an appointment with her doctor and discovered that she was

five-and-a-half months pregnant.

H o w d i d this happen? W h a t shou ld I d o now? Is the baby OK?

T h a n k y o u f o r Questions and concems looped through her mind. The same circum-

h e lp i n g m o m s s e e stances that first led her to the abortion clinic were still present in her

t h e i r b a b i e s a n d life. She had madea host of poor choices leading up to this pregnancy.

c h o o s e l i f e . W e ' r e Could I providefor another child?Do I have the capacity to parent

j u s t g e t t i n g s t a r t e d ! threekids alone?

Dr i ven by l o v e
Months of regret over the abortion were replaced witha desire to pro-

tect and provide for the tiny life within her, so Tonya finally settled on

a plan. She would place the baby in the arms o fa loving adoptive fam-

ily. Tonya had a few months left before her October due date?enough

time to find the ideal family.

But on Aug. 12, 1991, that timeline changed drastically. Tonya went

into premature labor and delivered a 3-pound, 6-ounce baby girl. Yet

the miracle of the baby?s survival was quickly overshadowed by the

O P T | Oo N horrible reality of exactly what she survived. The skin and skull from

- her forehead to her right ear had been cut away, leaving her brain
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jally exposed. Her medical records state that ?the jagged

fr e s o the skull and open scalp have the appearance of an

old wound: jon attempt h a d clearl
e p s c abortion a P arly wounded her. The

was rushed to the NICU, where she was placed on

ing machine. Bra in bleeds, brain damage and a

a osis of cerebral palsy meant the infant?s survival was
diag? pable at best. This child was no longer an unwanted

i acy she was Tonya?s flesh and blood, fighting to sur-

Tonya'?s view, she'd been given a second chance to do

ght. Coming face to face with her baby?s humanity
Tonya?s maternal instinct.

yive- I n

what w a s nm

prought out
tonya approached a Christian adoption agency to make an

doption plan. It wasn?t long before Tonya receiveda call from

oeagency: Terri Hof fman and her husband, Blair, were inter-

sed in adoption.

anew family is born
Jeri realized that almost nothing about this girl's story fit the

plans she and Blair had in m i n d for adopt ion?except one

thing: They'd often discussed adopt ing a child wi th special

needs. During her high school years, Terri volunteered ina

special education classroom and wi th the Special Olympics.

She'd even considered a degree in special education before

she decided to pursue nursing.

Terri and Blair's original vision involved adopt ingal i t t l e

boy?maybe 2 to 3 years old and probably with special needs.

Butat i n y baby girl with an unknown future and undefined

medical needs? They didn?t make a hasty decision. They spent

time in prayer and interacting wi th other families who had

experience with caring for chi ldren with special needs.

?What is the baby's name?? Terri asked the adopt ion

agency.

?I'm sorry, but due to conf ident ia l i ty rules, we can?t tell

you the child's name,? the agent said. But Terri found herself

scribbling a name onap i e c e of paper: ?Hope.? It seemed to

leap directly from her heart to her pen.

The couple decided that this l i t t le girl must be the child
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A B O R T I O N SURVIVORS
BREAK THEIR SILENCE
by Melissa Ohden with Cindy Lambert

Read true stories of people who, against all odds, sur-
vived abortion attempts and have dramatic, touching
stories. These testimonials often begin in s h a r e and

secret, but emerge to become inspiring dramas of

hope, love and forgiveness
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for whom they had prayed, so they moved forward wi th

the adoption.
The hospital staff wanted Hope to weigh at least 6

pounds before she was discharged. The adop t ion agency

trained a foster mom to care for Hope when she was first

discharged from the hospital, and this same fosterm o t h e r

would instruct Terri and Blair once the adop t ion was f inal .

Hope was deeply loved?f i rs t by God, t hen by Tonya,t h e

hospital team, and even the foster mother, w h o visi ted the

girl numerous times and reported to the Hof fmansr e g a r d -

ing the wonderful care Hope was receiving.

?You know, I, too, am falling in love w i t h th is baby. I f y o u

don?t adopt her, I will,? the foster m o m told Terr i one day.

?And I 'm so pleased to let you know that Hope is nearly

always being held by someone? the nurses and volunteers.

The nurses have even decorated her crib.? >

H o p e age 1H. m e e t i n g her b i t h m o m Tonya, for t h e f r s t i m e
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Ter r i researched Hope?s m e d i c a l cond i t i ons , b u t w h e n she

c o n s u l t e d w i t h a d o c t o r a b o u t Hope?s po ten t i a l prognosis ,

Te r r i r ece i ved a n u n e x p e c t e d rep ly .

?F ind a n o t h e r child,? the d o c t o r advised. ?There area l o t o f

c h i l d r e n o u t there . She?s t o o sick. F i n d a h e a l t h y one.? A reg-

is te red nurse herself , Terr i k n e w that a prognos is is n o t a

destination but a road map. She was more determined than

ever to help Hope thrive.

Hope's debu t
On Nov. 17, 1991, at3 months of age and tipping the scales at

6 pounds, 6 ounces, Hope met her new parents for the first

time. Hope wasa beautiful baby, w i th a white and pink floral

headband perfectly placed to cover the puckered skin on her

forehead. The ?kissing spot,? as Terri called the puckered skin,

was formed by the cranial surgery completed to close Hope's

scalp. That outward sign, that scar, is a painful reminder of the

attempted abortion. Yet it is also a testament to the power of

l ove?and of the many kisses planted firmly on that spot over

the years.

A l m o s t d a i l y t h e r e were n e w reve la t ions abou t just h o w

m u c h d a m a g e t h e a b o r t i o n a t t emp t had w r o u g h t and w h a t i t

m i g h t m e a n fo r Hope 's fu tu re . Ep i lep t ic seizures, fa i r l y com-

m o n a m o n g c h i l d r e n w i t h cerebra l palsy as a result o f b ra in

damage , w e r e a d d e d to h e r l ist o f comp l i ca t i ons . Terr i a n d

B l a i r w e r e h a p p y to have m o r e answers abou t Hope's cond i -

t i o n b u t w e r e g r i e v e d b y ye t a n o t h e r obstacle.

H o p e has e n d u r e d m u l t i p l e m e d i c a l procedures since b i r th ,

f r o m t h e scalp c losure to t e n d o n release a n d b a c k surgery.

E n d u r i n g al l o f t h i s a longs ide H o p e hasn ' t been easy fo r Terr i

a n d Blair. It?s f r i g h t e n i n g to face the fragi l i ty o f life, ye t Terri

notes, ?God is in con t ro l , a n d w e have t o focus on today. N o n e

are g u a r a n t e e d t o m o r r o w . W h e n you haveas i c k chi ld , t omor -

r o w doesn?t mat te r ; t o d a y does.?

M o v i n g f o r w a r d

T h e i n j u r i e s s t e m m i n g f r o m the fa i led abo r t i on may have

s l o w e d d o w n Hope, b u t they 've never s t o p p e d her. W i t h the

love a n d s u p p o r t o f so m a n y , Hope 's c h i l d h o o d was f i l led w i t h

z ip - l i n i ng , boa t ing , w h e e l c h a i r soccer and even sw im-

m i n g w i t h do lph ins . H o p e has exper ienced

p r o f o u n d happ iness and exudes great joy.

Desp i te obstacles, H o p e never gave u p

o n e a r n i n g he r h i g h schoo l d ip l oma . She

g r a d u a t e d in 2010, rece iv ing a h a r d - e a r n e d

s t a n d i n g o v a t i o n f r o m the c r o w d o f 3,000.

H o p e is n o w in he r ear ly 30s. She likes t o

c o n n e c t w i t h aud iences and has spoken at

n u m e r o u s even ts w i t h Te r r i over the years.

L i k e m a n y y o u n g w o m e n he r age, H o p e also

dreams of getting married someday, bu t she doesn? worry

about the future. ?If my plan doesn?t work out,? she says,

?God?s plan wil l be better.?

God's plan for Hope and her relationship with her birth

mother, Tonya, took a major leap forward in the later years of

her childhood.

?These were Hope's first words once she steered her wh eel.

chair up to greet Tonya. ?Do you remember me from being in

your belly?? Hope asked.

?rye remembered you every day,? Tonya replied.

Tonya continues to heal from the painful decisions she

made regarding Hope's life, and they?ve since shared their sto.

ries together at Hope's church. Tonya sees the hand of God

directing both Hope's life and her own. ?She's here to teach us

about life and true faith,? Tonya says.

Hope has been teaching others about life and faith since

before she was born. And she?s a miraculous reminder of both

the beauty and value o f every life. @

M e l i s s a O h d e n is a n a u t h o r , s p e a k e r , a b o r t i o n s u r v i v o r a n d t h e f o u n g e -

o f T h e A b o r t i o n S u r v i v o r s N e t w o r k . S h e a n d C i n d y L a m b e r t c o - a u t h o r e - -

A b o r t i o n S u r v i v o r s B r e a k T h e i r S i l e n c e .

C i n d y L a m b e r t is an author, speaker and the execu t i ve edi tor for Baker

Publishing Group.

Adap ted f rom Abo r t i on Survwors Break T h e i r Si lence by Melissa O n a e :

and Cindy Lambert. A Focus o n the Fami ly resource pub l i shed by

Tyndale House Publishers.
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